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PRESS RELEASE
Wakefield Hockey Club Charity Weekend 28th February – 1st March is 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]Live sporting action continues at College Grove on Saturday with a promotion battle and a real derby game as our Men’s 1st take on local rivals Doncaster and our Ladies 1st team (led by current England and GB medal winner Sally Walton) continue their promotion push against Sutton Coldfield. Also in action are the Ladies 2s, pitted against mid-table opponents Morpeth and the Men’s 2’s face Chester Men’s 1st team. Come along to be entertained, support the teams, join in the fun activities and help us raise money for the Batten Disease Family Foundation. 
Club President Trevor Hilling-Smith explains “Over many years Pam and Norman Hughes have coached, encouraged and mentored hundreds of young people to play hockey at Wakefield and to grow and develop into mature adults. The Hughes always present as happy, smiley people, know everyone’s names and always, unselfishly, provide support and encouragement. Away from hockey they are full time carers for their 35 year old daughter, Amy who suffers from the debilitating, progressive symptoms of adult onset Batten Disease. Currently Amy requires care 24/7 and she suffers from seizures. Pam and Norman selfishly devote many hours to helping others and now is our chance to help them by supporting the BDFA.”
Other attractions include the England Hockey Speed Challenge to become WHC Champion Goal Shooter, a Silent Auction with a range of sporting memorabilia and donations from local businesses on offer and of course a raffle and refreshment sales as well as the Sports Club’s own licensed bar and clubhouse facilities.
Batten Disease is a genetic neurodegenerative disease. Symptoms include loss of vision, epilepsy, dementia and loss of abilities such as walking, eating and talking. At present there is no cure. The Batten Disease Family Association provide support and advice around caring for a person with Batten Disease and raises money to fund research into this deadly disease so that in the future people like Amy will not have to suffer. Further information: www.bdfa-uk.org.uk
Club member Tom Smith, having benefitted from Pam and Norman’s enthusiasm coaching and example, has set himself another challenge. “On 28th June this year I will be completing an Ironman Challenge in Nice, France. I must swim 2.4 miles (in the Mediterranean), cycle 112 miles (including 5,000ft of ascent into the Alps) and run 26.2 miles (a full marathon). When the going gets tough I know I will think about Amy, Pam and Norman and be inspired to push on to the end.” 

You can support Tom’s efforts at

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/smithy183



Amy’s Story. 
Amy’s early years were completely normal. She played the piano, sang in school choirs and generally loved life, playing several sports and excelling at hockey.
Looking back now, by the end of her time in sixth form, some aspects of Amy’s learning were perhaps beginning to show difficulties and in the end she did not achieve her expected grades at ‘A’ level.
In 2000 Amy went to Australia to the promise of a job for six months. This proved to be a difficult time and Amy returned home earlier than planned. At the time there were no physical signs of what was to come; she was still playing sport and enjoying time with her boyfriend. 
Amy’s life then began to take quite a different course. Her behaviour became totally out of character; she went from being a placid, caring and loving teenager to being an unpredictable, disorganised and unreliable young woman. In mid 2003 she came to live with Pam and Norman and they became increasingly concerned that she needed serious help. Amy was admitted to the local psychiatric unit and tests diagnosed bipolar hypermania.
Over the next few months Amy’s eyesight deteriorated and she became unstable when walking. Further tests eventually led to the devastating diagnosis of a variant form of Batten Disease. Since then Amy has continued to deteriorate and now she is totally blind and suffers seizures. She is unable to talk or walk or feed herself and needs constant care.
Pam and Norman consider that as a family they have been blessed with a wonderful daughter who had many fabulous experiences across the world up to the age of 24. Amy has brought them joy and taught them to enjoy the simple things in life. They are immensely proud of the way she copes with her situation as her world shrinks more and more. Every day is a challenge.

Notes:
Reporter / photographer welcome at the following training times or to any of the Saturday matches:
Thursday: Ladies training 7.00 – 8.30, Mens 8.30 – 10.00
Saturday 28th Feb:	Men 1 v Doncaster   11.30		Men 2 v Chester 13.30  
Ladies 1 v Sutton   13.30		Ladies 2 v Morpeth 12.00 
  
Sally Walton
Sally joined Wakefield two season’s ago as player coach and has helped see the team through their most successful seasons in history.
Sally made her international debut in 2005 and has gone on to earn over 100 caps for Great Britain and England combined.  At the 2012 Olympics in London she won a bronze medal as part of Team GB.  Although she plays in defence for Great Britain, she has been a prolific goal scorer for Wakefield.
At the 2009 EuroHockey Nations Championships, she donned the goalkeeping pads – and made several key saves – in a match against the Netherlands after goalkeeper Beth Storry dislocated her shoulder with England’s reserve goalkeeper not listed among the substitutes. Before embarking on a career as an international hockey player, keen Chelsea supporter Sally Walton played football for Aston Villa Ladies.
Norman Hughes
Norman is a former GB medallist in the Los Angeles Olympics and coach to both England and GB men and currently serves as WHC Director of Coaching as well as a main board director of Wakefield Sports Club.


For further information please contact:
Dave Smith Secretary Wakefield Hockey Club
e: davanne@hotmail.com
m: 07860 803746


Wakefield Sports Club is a centre for bowls, hockey, shooting, squash and jazz located at College Grove close to the Wakefield city centre.   The Sports Club has been able to invest in its world-class hockey facilities with the support of Wakefield Hockey Club and major funders the England Hockey Board, National Hockey Foundation and WREN.

Wakefield Hockey Club was founded in 1899 and has a history of supporting hockey at county, regional and national levels within a family focused environment.  It has a growing junior section with nearly 300 members, whose under 16 Girls have been national champions for the last six years.

WHC Events Diary
30th Mar – 2nd Apr – Green Army Easter Hockey Camp (Fun & Coaching for Juniors)
25-26th April - Regional Men's Master over 50s
12-14th June Summer Splash Mixed Hockey Tournament
26-28th June - Ladies Home Nations Masters
27-31st July - Sportways Camp
25-27th Aug Green Army Summer Camp
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